
Friday, April 1, 1955 


Returned Secy. Dulles’ call 

Dulles has received telegram from Gen. Collins, in Saigon. He requests 
guidance from here, since he feels he will have to gp to French in another 
day or two. (Dulles says Collins has been disposed to jump quickly & not 
exercise patience that diplomacy requires.) 

Dulles proposes talking to Sen. Mansfield, who has been out there & who is 
most familiar with the situation. President at first thought this unneces- 
sary, but later agreed to it. Dulles does not mean to be controlled by 
Mansfield’s judgment, but just to get his views. Dulles’ own idea is 
not tp give up on Premier Ngo Dinh Diem -- we bet on him very heavily. 
Sen. Mansfield is devoted to Diem (both are Catholics). President pointed 
out Collins is Catholic, too. 

President suggests Dulles tell Collins, in reply, to go slow & to follow his 
own judgment -- reminding him of the old adage, ” Don’t make any mistakes 
in a hurry.” Also to ask if Ely is in complete agreement with him. 
After all, the French have the only force there that is worthwhile. 
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